
What follows are the letters and emails exchanged with M. Wesley 
Swearingen regarding Leonard Peltier: 
 
 
February 1, 2005 
NPPA letter to Swearingen requesting additional information 
regarding his quote on a Peltier website. 
(PLEASE SEE LETTER BELOW) 
 
 
March 1, 2005 
Swearingen letter confusing the takeover of Wounded Knee 
(1973) with the murder of Agents Coler and Williams at Pine 
Ridge in 1975. “…by putting innocent men such as Pratt and 
Peltier in jail for murders they did not commit.”  
(PLEASE SEE LETTER BELOW) 
 
 
----- Original Message -----  
From: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
To: justice@noparolepeltier.com  
Sent: Monday, March 21, 2005 11:09 PM 
Subject: Coler and Williams by Wes Swearingen 
 
Dear Edward: 
 
I have mailed a 4 page letter today in answer to your 
second letter. If you have any questions, let me know. 
 
Wes Swearingen  
 
 
 
 
----- Original Message -----  
From: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
To: justice@noparolepeltier.com  
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2005 12:30 PM 
Subject: Peltier 
 
Ed, 
 
You may receive my letter today, providing the weather does not slow the mail. 
 
I am not in favor of Peltier being released. In fact, I think he should be serving two sentences 
consecutively. 
 
What I have said about Peltier being wrongfully convicted may have been wrongfully interpreted. 
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If Robideau actually shot the agents, as he now claims, how could Peltier be guilty of pulling the 
trigger? 
 
If Peltier was convicted of conspiracy to commit murder, why are the conspirators not in jail with 
Peltier? 
 
This may seem like a play on words, or a matter of semantics, but if Peltier did not actually shoot 
Coler and Williams, then wasn't he wrongfully convicted? 
 
One reason I don't like to keep up with the Peltier case is that it bothers me more to think about a 
nice young man, as I knew Williams to be as a clerk, and the Bureau sending two inexperienced 
agents into harms way, not properly armed with no backup, than to think of Peltier being released 
if he didn't pull the trigger. 
 
If you want to help Coler's son, why don't you help the victim's families by having the Bureau face 
up to its culpability in a wrongful death suit and make the Bureau pay for the wrongful deaths? 
 
When I was in Paintsville, Kentucky, in 1963, an escaped federal prisoner, who had been in jail 
for killing an FBI agent, was reportedly in the Hazard, Ky, area, where Andy Carnegie was also a 
lone RA. The escapee claimed he would not be taken alive. 
I asked the SAC to send us two shotguns. He refused because Bureau rules prohibited an RA, 
without a vault, from possessing shotguns. 
I said, "Okay, I'm going to borrow two shotguns from friends here in Paintsville." 
The SAC said, "Oh no you're not. It is against Bureau rules to borrow firearms." 
I said, "Okay, I'm instructing my wife to sue you, J. Edgar Hoover and the FBI, if I'm killed looking 
for this escapee."  
The SAC ordered me to drive to Louisville, which was an all-day-trip back in 1963, to pick up two 
shotguns and several boxes of ammo. 
I literally road shotgun while Andy drove the car when we looked for this escapee. 
I carried a loaded shotgun while questioning relatives. 
The man we were looking for was later arrested in Tennessee. When he was arrested, he told the 
FBI agents in Tennessee that, "That FBI man in Kentucky is nuts. He was hunting me with a 
loaded shotgun?" 
During one of our searches in the woods on the side of a heavily wooded mountain, the Kentucky 
State Police Lieutenant, who had brought along several troopers, asked me, "What do we do if 
this man reaches for a cigarette?" 
I answered, "If I'm there, he won't live long enough to smoke it." 
The KSP lieutenant said, "That's good enough for me." 
 
I'm sorry if I have ruined your day, but maybe now you understand how I feel every time I think of 
agent Williams being shot to death. It did not need to happen if the SAC had had balls enough to 
send properly equipped and experienced agents into harms way. 
 
Maybe you knew Joe Gamble, SAC of the security division in New York City? 
When Joe's men were looking for Bernardine Dohrn, after the townhouse explosion in 1970, 
Gamble told his men to get Wes Swearingen from the criminal division to lead any raids. A friend 
told me that Joe Gamble said, "Wes Swearingen has balls." 
 
How many SACs do you know who would describe one of his agents as "Having balls?" 
 
Have a nice day. 
 
Wes  
 
 



----- Original Message -----  
From: Ed Woods - NPPA  
To: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2005 7:37 PM 
Subject: MWS; Peltier 
 
Wes: Thanks for the note and I'm waiting for your letter. I'd like to respond to 
them. 
Be well. 
Ed 
 
March 21, 2005 
(PLEASE SEE LETTER BELOW) 
 
Swearingen letter in response to the NPPA March 1, 2005 letter in 
which he states “I have not kept up with the Peltier case because my 
knowledge was always hearsay and not admissible in court.” 
However, in his own quote from Peltier websites he stated: 
 

“I was an FBI agent in Los Angeles when Leonard Peltier 
was convicted, & I know from FBI documents that I read 
and from statements made by fellow FBI agents that 
Peltier was wrongfully convicted…” (emphasis added) 

 
Swearingen responds to questions from the NPPA letter and poses 
seventeen (17) of his own. 
 
 
 
----- Original Message -----  
From: Ed Woods - NPPA  
To: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2005 6:47 PM 
Subject: Wes...3/21 letter...Re: Peltier 
 
Wes: I received your letter today. Thank you and I will respond. I prefer real 
letters in matters like this because, I believe, they are more personal; emails are 
good, but for the mass-media crowd.  
Have a great weekend, and you'll hear from me soon. 
Regards, 
Ed 
 
 
March 30, 2005 
(PLEASE SEE LETTER BELOW) 
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NPPA response to Swearingen’s March 21st letter and questions. 
 
 
 
----- Original Message -----  
From: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
To: justice@noparolepeltier.com  
Sent: Friday, April 01, 2005 11:36 AM 
Subject: Same old subject 
 
Dear Ed: 
 
Your letter arrived yesterday and I agree with everything you wrote. 
 
I have to run today, but will write to you again in about a week. My wife and I are going to Cabo 
San Lucas for a week on Monday. 
 
Our different careers don't surprise me because I saw the difference with several good friends 
who were lucky enough to work criminal cases all their careers. Many friends have no idea what 
I'm talking about when I mention FBI abuses. I myself could not believe what I was seeing when I 
worked on the Racial Squad in Los Angeles. 
Although only about a dozen agents were diehard racists, urged on by J. Edgar Hoover and his 
sycophants on the Racial Desk at the Bureau, just a handful of bad apples are enough to spoil 
the whole bushel. In fact, the whole LA office was nothing like Memphis,Chicago, Louisville, or 
New York City. 
 
One other point --  If the FBI had planned an attack, as Peltier claims, there would have been a 
whole lot of dead Indians at Pine Ridge. Peltier is a joke, as is Bob Robideau. 
 
Must go for now.  Take care. 
 
Wes  
 
 
----- Original Message -----  
From: Ed Woods - NPPA  
To: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
Sent: Monday, April 18, 2005 4:44 PM 
Subject: Wes...Cabo St.... 
 
Wes: Just checking in. Hopefully your vacation was enjoyable. Nothing like your 
sailing days I'll bet. Your book made it very clear how much you enjoyed the sea. 
I grew up on the water (Long Island) and haven't been thrilled about being land-
locked in Ohio.  
  
Was wondering if you had a chance to respond to my last letter. 
  
Regards, 
Ed 
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----- Original Message -----  
From: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
To: justice@noparolepeltier.com  
Sent: Monday, April 18, 2005 8:35 PM 
Subject: Re: Wes...Cabo St.... 
 
Ed, 
 
Cabo was great. 
 
I haven't had a chance to respond to your last letter. 
Actually, there is not much to respond to because 
I agree with nearly everything you said. 
 
The big question is who actually pulled the trigger that 
killed both agents? It doesn't seem to be very clear who 
did what. I think all those who were present are guilty of 
a conspiracy to commit murder and they should be in jail. 
But that doesn't identify who pulled the trigger. 
 
I'll read your letter again and then respond. 
 
Have a good one. 
 
Wes  
 
 
 
----- Original Message -----  
From: Ed Woods - NPPA  
To: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
Sent: Saturday, May 14, 2005 12:05 PM 
Subject: Wes...Happy birthday...Favor 1 
 
Wes: Hope all is well. Wasn't sure if you were going to respond to my last, but if 
you've been busy, I understand. 
  
Since we did have some meaningful dialogue I have a favor to ask. If you would 
be willing to consider it, let me know, and I'll ask in a follow-up email. 
  
Have a great weekend (but I guess when you're retired, everyday hopefully is like 
a weekend). I'll be glad when I'm there. 
  
Also, realized that you have a birthday coming up. Have a great one. 
  
Regards, 
Ed 
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----- Original Message -----  
From: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
To: justice@noparolepeltier.com  
Sent: Saturday, May 14, 2005 4:48 PM 
Subject: Re: Wes...Happy birthday...Favor 1 
 
ED, 
 
Thanks for the birthday expression. 
Sure, I'll consider your request for a favor. 
I have been very busy buying a new house and packing. 
I hate moving. I also have other projects going, so it may take a while before I respond to any 
request. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Wes  
 
 
----- Original Message -----  
From: Ed Woods - NPPA  
To: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
Sent: Sunday, May 15, 2005 6:50 PM 
Subject: Re: Wes.....Favor 2 
 
Wes: I agree, moving is a royal pain. I guess we were fortunate and kept the major moves 
to a minimum, and I have no intention of leaving here. 
 
I was going to set off on another of my long-winded explanations but feel now that is not 
necessary to make this request. 
 
I think its apparent how you and I feel about Peltier’s guilt and that he should remain 
where he is. We’ve both made that pretty clear. I understand your anger towards the 
Bureau (I’ve read your book three times and that coupled with your letters and emails 
explains why you feel the way you do). But if we could set that aspect aside for the 
moment we still have the quote that appeared on the home page of peltiersupport.org 
(which for some reason is not up at this time) and in a Peltier petition and on the LPDC 
website.  
 
Considering what we now know and believe about Peltier’s guilt, would you be willing to 
ask them remove that quote? 
 
Regards, 
Ed 
 
 
----- Original Message -----  
From: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
To: justice@noparolepeltier.com  
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2005 10:41 AM 
Subject: Re: Wes.....Favor 2 
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Ed, 
 
Yes, I will ask them to remove my quote. 
When I wrote it, I did not know that Bob had confessed to killing 
the agents. I now see Bob as a con artist hoping his confession, which he 
can't be prosecuted for, will help Leonard to get out of prison. 
I am so mad at the defense team that I deleted my address from their e-mailing several months 
ago. 
 
I am still not happy about the way the prosecution went in this case. 
 
I don't like the way the Bureau treated Ron, but if the Peltier group is going to twist my words and 
say the Bureau planned an ambush, then they can forget about quoting me for anything. There is 
no way the Bureau planned an ambush. 
 
Our move is only three miles up the road, but it still is irritating work. 
 
Have a good one. 
 
Wes  
 
 
 
----- Original Message -----  
From: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
To: justice@noparolepeltier.com  
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2005 11:09 AM 
Subject: Favor 
 
Ed, 
 
Here is a copy of the e-mail to Peltier's defense team. 
Let me know if it was attached properly. 
 
Wes  

 
Subj: Quotation 
Date: 5/16/2005 7:58:34 AM Pacific Standard Time 
From: WESSWEAR 
To: lpdc@freeleonardpeltier.org 

 

 
 
Dear Defense Team, 
 
Please remove any and all quotations you may have that were made by me from your website 
and any other site where these quotes may appear. 
 
Sincerely, 
M. Wesley Swearingen 
FBI - Retired 
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----- Original Message -----  
From: Ed Woods - NPPA  
To: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2005 6:42 PM 
Subject: Wes.....Favor 2...thank you... 
 
Wes: You are a gentleman and a man of your word.  If you would have no 
objections, I would like to acknowledge you on the NPPA website. If you would 
like, I'll send it to you before it's posted. 
  
Three miles? May as well be 3000 ;-) 
  
Best, 
Ed 
 
 
----- Original Message -----  
From: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
To: justice@noparolepeltier.com  
Sent: Tuesday, May 17, 2005 10:05 AM 
Subject: Re: Wes.....Favor 2...thank you... 
 
Ed, 
 
That is fine with me. 
 
I'll try again to get a e-mail through to the Defense Committee. 
 
Packing and unpacking is the ugly part of moving. Especially 
unplugging and re-plugging the computers and printers. I have three PCs. 
 
Take care, 
 
Wes  
 
 
----- Original Message -----  
From: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
To: justice@noparolepeltier.com  
Sent: Tuesday, May 17, 2005 10:28 AM 
Subject: Quotes 
 
Ed, 
 
I have also sent e-mails to LGSP and INFO at the Peltier.org addresses. 
 
I used to have the address of the attorney who sent out e-mails. After Ward Churchill opened his 
big mouth, I removed my name from the attorney's mailing list and now I don't have his address. 
If you have the attorney's e-mail address, I'll also send him a request to remove my quotes. 
 
Have a good one. 
 
Wes 
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----- Original Message -----  
From: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
To: justice@noparolepeltier.com  
Sent: Wednesday, May 18, 2005 11:25 AM 
Subject: Quote 
 
Ed, 
 
Two e-mails sent yesterday to Peltier's support groups have not been returned, so they received 
the message to delete my quotes. 
 
Wes 
 
 
 
  
----- Original Message -----  
From: Ed Woods - NPPA  
To: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
Sent: Wednesday, May 18, 2005 7:29 PM 
Subject: Re: Quote..2 
 
Thanks. 
  
Hope the move is about over. 
  
I'll send you the essay over the weekend. 
  
Barry Bachrach's email is: 
BBACHRACH@bowditch.com 
  
Be well, 
Ed 
 
 
 
----- Original Message -----  
From: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
To: justice@noparolepeltier.com  
Sent: Wednesday, May 18, 2005 9:12 PM 
Subject: Re: Quote..2 
 
Ed, 
 
I have sent Barry an e-mail requesting that he also delete any and all quotes from me that he may 
have placed on any website supporting Peltier. 
 
Wes  
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----- Original Message -----  
From: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
To: justice@noparolepeltier.com  
Sent: Thursday, May 19, 2005 10:22 AM 
Subject: Peltier 
 
ED, 
 
Barry sent a e-mail saying the Peltier website has been shut down. 
He did not explain why. He will check to see if my quotes appear anywhere else. 
 
Wes  
 
 
----- Original Message -----  
From: Ed Woods - NPPA  
To: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
Sent: Thursday, May 19, 2005 8:29 PM 
Subject: Wes...Website update... 
 
Thanks again. I'm still curious about why that website has been shut down. It 
seems to me that it's a major set back in the Peltier debate. 
  
What follows is what I had in mind for the NPPA website. I wanted to keep it 
short and to the point. It will go in the Debate Continues section as the next 
editorial essay.  The webmaster will take a week or so to upload it, that's why it's 
dated for the 30th. The highlights will be links to previous essays. Please let me 
know if you have any problems with it. 
  
Hope the move is over. 
  
Regards, 
Ed 
  
M. Wesley Swearingen: 
No longer supports Leonard Peltier: May 30, 2005 
 
A dialogue between the NPPA and M. Wesley Swearingen was precipitated by a quote 
that appeared on the Peltier Legal Team and Leonard Peltier Defense Committee 
websites.  The quote stated that Leonard Peltier was “wrongfully convicted.”  
 
By way of a brief background, Wes Swearingen served two years in the United States 
Navy, 1945-46, graduated from Ohio State University with a degree in Business 
Administration and entered the FBI in May, 1951 at the fairly young age of twenty-four. 
After completing the FBI Academy he served in several field offices: Memphis for one 
year, Chicago, July 1952 to January, 1963, with a break in service between June, 1960 
and May, 1961, Louisville, including the Paintsville and London Resident Agencies 
between 1963 and 1968, New York, 1968 to May, 1970, and Los Angeles from May, 
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1970, (with an assignment to the “racial squad” between December, 1971 through 
August, 1973), until his retirement on May 20, 1977. 
 
In 1995 his book, FBI Secrets; An Agent’s Exposé was published, within which he 
severely criticized the FBI and its Counterintelligence Program (Cointelpro). 
 
A careful review of Exposé occasionally raises more questions than it answers, however, 
in deference to Wes Swearingen, he stated that the publisher, South End Press, reduced 
his manuscript from 400 to 200 pages and “literally butchered” his book by removing 
important details and deleting vital information. He also wanted to have Ward Churchill’s 
introduction removed from subsequent reprints of the book.  
 
As severe as his criticism of the Bureau may be, there is a significant difference however 
between Wes Swearingen and the many others who attack the FBI; unlike them, he 
speaks from personal knowledge and experience which lends validity and credibility to 
his claims. 
 
But the nexus of our discussion was the history of Peltier’s case.  
 
A lengthy dialogue began on February 1, 2005 with a series of letters and emails where 
we discussed various aspects of the Peltier case and the murder of two young FBI agents. 
We focused on much of the folklore which enhances the Peltier myth and significant 
public statements made by Peltier, Dino Butler and Robert Robideau.  For the moment 
we were able to set aside Bureau issues and concentrate on the matter of Peltier’s guilt 
and culpability. 
 
That dialogue ended with a request for him to reconsider his previous quote and perhaps 
ask that it be removed from the Peltier supported websites.  
 
After, no doubt, careful consideration of the facts, he did just that, no longer lends his 
support to the campaign to free Peltier, and believes that Peltier should remain in 
Leavenworth for his participation in the brutal murders of Jack Coler and Ron Williams.  
 
Wes Swearingen has proven himself to be a gentleman and a man of his word. 
 
“In the Spirit of Coler and Williams” 
Ed Woods 
NPPA 
 
 
----- Original Message -----  
From: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
To: justice@noparolepeltier.com  
Sent: Friday, May 20, 2005 1:47 AM 
Subject: Re: Wes...Website update... 
 
Ed, 
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Your statement of the facts and how I feel is very accurate. I have no problem with it going to a 
website. 
 
Wes  
 
 
----- Original Message -----  
From: Ed Woods - NPPA  
To: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
Sent: Friday, May 20, 2005 5:24 PM 
Subject: Re: Wes...Website update...2 
 
Wes: Thank you.  Please stay in touch and hopefully someday we can get 
together for dinner. I haven't been flying as much but still will travel with the 
company, if I get out to either San Diego or LA I'll give you a call. Good luck with 
the new home. 
Best, 
Ed 
 
 
----- Original Message -----  
From: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
To: justice@noparolepeltier.com  
Sent: Friday, May 20, 2005 9:56 PM 
Subject: Re: Wes...Website update...2 
 
Ed,  
 
That sounds like a great idea. 
 
Wes  
 
 
----- Original Message -----  
From: Ed Woods - NPPA  
To: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
Sent: Tuesday, June 07, 2005 9:17 PM 
Subject: Wes...LPDC Website  
 
Wes: Hope all is well. 
  
This was brought to my attention, apparently the LPDC hasn't honored your 
request. 
http://www.freepeltier.org/0_supporters.htm 
  
Regards, 
Ed 
 
 
----- Original Message -----  
From: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
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To: justice@noparolepeltier.com  
Sent: Wednesday, June 08, 2005 7:52 AM 
Subject: Re: Wes...LPDC Website  
 
Ed, 
 
I'm going out of town for a few days. I'll check on it when I get back. Thanks. 
 
Wes  
 
 
----- Original Message -----  
From: WESSWEAR@aol.com  
To: justice@noparolepeltier.com  
Sent: Saturday, February 04, 2006 9:13 PM 
Subject: Re: Touching base...Re: Wes...LPDC Website  
 
Ed, 
 
All is well. Just got back today from a three week vacation. 
What a stack of mail to go through!. 
 
Wes  
 
 
LETTERS EXCHANGED WITH SWEARINGEN FOLLOW. 
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